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forward to the surveys and investigations
which will be conducted by the United States
and hope that that kind of a doubt will be
cleared very soon.

On the other hand, we have to cooperate
on the KEDO project, and therefore, in that
respect, we are trying to extend our coopera-
tion as the President has just mentioned. And
as Japan, we are going to be thinking of pro-
viding a billion dollars worth of support, and
therefore, in that respect, we hope that such
underground nuclear facilities or facilities
that are producing nuclear material is not
there in reality.

Because if that happens, it will be very dif-
ficult for us to persuade the Japanese people
about the kind of cooperation we would be
able to extend to the North Koreans, and
therefore, in that respect, we would like to
ask for the understanding of the United
States, and we’re asking for the cooperation
of the United States in this respect.

In any case, we do hope that we will be
able to see that North Koreans will be able
to coordinate their efforts together with the
people that are involved. Although in the
consultation tables we are not included ever,
we hope that the United States and South
Korea will provide us the needed information
so that we will be able to pursue our policies
in trying to stabilize this area and bring peace
and stability into the region.

I’m sorry, the time is up. Thank you very
much.

NOTE: The remarks began at 5 p.m. in the Asahi-
No-Ma Room at the Akasaka Palace. Prime Min-
ister Obuchi spoke in Japanese, and his remarks
were translated by an interpreter. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks. This item was not received in time for
publication in the appropriate issue.

Proclamation 7150—World Fisheries
Day, 1998
November 20, 1998

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
As a coastal Nation, America has a proud

fishing heritage, and we have long benefited

from the bounty of the oceans. Generations
of our people have made their living from
the sea, fishing for cod off the rocky coast
of New England, shrimp in the Gulf of Mex-
ico, or Pacific salmon along the West Coast
and Alaska. In this Year of the Ocean, it is
fitting that we set aside a special day to cele-
brate one of our Nation’s oldest industries
and the source of so much of our sustenance.

World Fisheries Day is not only an occa-
sion for celebration, it is also a time to raise
awareness of the plight of so many of the
world’s fish resources. A recent United Na-
tions study reported that more than two-
thirds of the world’s fisheries have been over-
fished or are fully harvested and more than
one-third are in a state of decline because
of factors like the loss of essential fish habi-
tats, pollution, and global warming.

My Administration is committed to restor-
ing our marine resources and preserving
their diversity through careful stewardship.
At the National Oceans Conference in June
of this year, I announced our goal of creating
sustainable fisheries and rebuilding fish
stocks by working with industry to improve
fishing practices and technologies that catch
only targeted species, devoting additional re-
sources to fisheries research, and protecting
essential fish habitats. We have also launched
the Clean Water Action Plan that, among
other things, reduces the runoff from farms
and city streets that flow into our streams,
rivers, and oceans.

While these efforts are important, the
United States acting alone cannot preserve
the health of the world’s oceans and their
marine life. It will take concerted inter-
national action—both at the government
level and from fish harvesters, workers, and
consumers themselves—and a commitment
to scientifically based fishing limits to rebuild
the world’s fisheries and ensure that future
generations will benefit from their abun-
dance.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the Constitution and laws of the
United States, do hereby proclaim Saturday,
November 21, 1998, as World Fisheries Day.
I call upon Government officials, fishing in-
dustry professionals, scientists, environ-
mental experts, and the people of the United
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States to observe this day and to recognize
the importance of conserving the world’s
fisheries, sustaining the health of the oceans,
and protecting their precious and abundant
variety of marine life.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twentieth day of November, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-eight, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., November 24, 1998]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on November 21 and
was published in the Federal Register on Novem-
ber 25.

Proclamation 7151—National Family
Caregivers Week, 1998
November 20, 1998

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
As American families enjoy Thanksgiving

this year, millions of aging parents and grand-
parents or relatives with disabilities will be
able to join these celebrations because of the
loving support of family caregivers. Each day
these generous women and men devote their
time and energies to care for family members
who can no longer live independently or who
need assistance to remain in the familiar sur-
roundings of their own homes.

The need for such caregivers in our Nation
is growing. We are blessed to live in a time
when medicine and technology have helped
us live longer; as a result, people 85 years
of age and older constitute America’s fastest-
growing age group. For these older Ameri-
cans, however, the blessing of longevity also
brings with it an increased likelihood of dis-
ability and chronic disease, reduced physical
and mental agility, and higher risk of injury
or illness—all of which create a greater need
for care.

Families across our country have quickly
responded to this need, but often at great

financial, physical, and emotional sacrifice.
Family members, working without pay, are
the major providers of long-term care in the
United States, and half of all caregivers today
are over the age of 65 and are often them-
selves in declining health. Women, who tend
to be the primary family caregivers in our
society, often must juggle full-time work and
family schedules with their caregiving re-
sponsibilities.

The contributions that family caregivers
make to our society are best gauged by the
impact they have in improving the quality of
life of the family members for whom they
care. Thanks to family caregivers, those they
serve retain a measure of independence, re-
main with friends and relatives, and continue
making contributions to our Nation.

This week, as we celebrate Thanksgiving
and reflect with gratitude on our many bless-
ings, let us remember to give thanks for the
family caregivers among us whose love and
care make life brighter for so many and
whose dedication and generosity contribute
so much to the strength and well-being of
our Nation.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim November 22
through November 28, 1998, as National
Family Caregivers Week. I call upon Govern-
ment officials, businesses, communities, edu-
cators, volunteers, and the people of the
United States to pay tribute to and acknowl-
edge the heroic efforts of caregivers this spe-
cial week and throughout the year.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twentieth day of November, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-eight, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., November 24, 1998]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on November 21 and
was published in the Federal Register on Novem-
ber 25.
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